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potential health impacts (positive 
and negative) as you could have: 

The risk assessment process 
should identify the impacts 
that a proposed development 
is likely to have on health.  
These effects could be 
negative… or positive such as 
i m p r o v e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o r  j o b 
opportunities.  This is an 
aspect overlooked by the 
typical assessment that does 
not fully consider human 
health, and is one reason to 
include a broader view of 
h e a l t h  i n  t h e  i m p a c t 
a s s e s s m e n t  p r o c e s s .  
(enHealth, 2001, p.15) 

A proposed manufacturing plant for 
example has both potentially positive 
and negative health impacts - new 
job opportunities for people living in 
the area and potentially increased 
levels of noise and/or air pollution.  
The increased job opportunities 
would be particularly important in 
areas where there are high levels of 
unemployment.  Increased job 
opportunities may potentially result 
in improved levels of health (physical 
and mental) in the community. 

It’s also important to identify the 
source of information for each 
potential health impact – whether 
this was something identified 
through the literature review, or key 
informants and/or both sources.  
This is important because it provides 
an indication about whether the 
“expert” view is in conflict with the 
“lay” view about perceived potential 
health impacts.  Where HIA is used 
for decision making such information 
is essential.  For example there may 
be no “expert” level evidence that 
the increased noise and/or air 
pollution levels as a result of a 
proposed manufacturing plant will 
impact adversely on human health.  
Local residents however may 
perceive the increased noise and/or 
air pollution levels as posing a risk 

and this needs to be taken into 
account as part of the decision 
making process.  Perceived risk may 
result in a negative health impact in 
terms of mental and social health – 
ie. people are unhappy living there 
because there is a perception that 
the manufacturing plant is a negative 
outcome. 

As part of this process it’s useful to 
be able to explain how the potential 
health impact arises – the potential 
causal pathway.  For example, one 
of the potential health impacts of a 
proposed freeway extension that 
enables drivers to bypass a regional 
centre and small towns is a 
decrease in physical injury rates due 
to decreased traffic through the town 
centre, including a decreased 
number of trucks.  Another potential 
health impact may be a decrease in 
the number of asthma and/or other 
respiratory events among young 
children who live close to the 
existing road, due to decreased 
traffic which in turn decreases the 
amount of air and noise pollution.  
However another impact of the 
proposal is that due to less through 
traffic, fewer people stop and spend 
money in the town centre, meaning 
that businesses (eg. cafes and 
convenience stores) may close due 
to a decrease in income.  A potential 
negative health impact could be that 
the people owning the businesses 
have increasing levels of physical 
and/or mental illness due to stress 
due to lack of income, a failing 
business, change health related 
behaviours (ie. increased smoking or 
drinking) and/or having to move 
away from their home and family 
networks. 
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Queensland Health is undertaking a 
number of projects to progress 
health impact assessment (HIA) 
across the State. 

 The projects aim to identify 
opportunities to influence the uptake 
of HIA methodologies within 
Queensland government. The 
projects specifically relate to local 
government planning processes, 
policy development and improving 
interdepartmental processes that 
relate to impact assessment. 

 To support the application of HIA 
and to provide guidance on 
assessing the determinants of 
health, Queensland Health has 
developed a draft HIA Framework 
and is also developing a HIA toolkit. 
The toolkit will provide guidance on 
how to conduct each stage of the 
Framework. 

Health Impact Assessment Initiatives in 
Queensland 

 Queensland’s Health’s approach to 
HIA is to better enable the broader 
determinants of health to be 
considered during the assessment of 
initiatives that have potential to not 
only adversely affect health, but also 
provide opportunities to promote 
community health and wellbeing and 
to reduce health inequalities. 
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