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philosophy that education begins with the family, and that through focusing on the education of the 
young  children,  educational  experiences  for  parents  and  communities  can  also  be  improved.    The 
program  provided  opportunities  for  parental  and  family  participation  in  learning  activities  with 
children, as well as community capacity building  through parents’ participation  in  the development 
and running of the centres.   Reported outcomes  for children  included  increased school attendance, 
more  rapid  social  development  and  adjustment  to mainstream  school  environments,  behavioural 
improvements, and better academic progress, in comparison to those who did not attend the centre.  
For parents,  the outcomes  included better understanding of  the educational process and purpose, 
and a greater involvement in school activities [22]. 
 

The  transition  from primary  to  secondary  school  involves a  change  in  curriculum as well change  in 
learning and teaching styles.  This requires teachers to actively engage and support students to adjust 
to  the changes.   Some secondary schools have  restructured  the system  to help ease  transition and 
reduce the extent of change experienced for students, by reducing the number of teachers who teach 
Year 7 classes, and by attempting to timetable the majority of Year 7 classes within the same rooms.  
This appears to have positively assisted in this transition period [4]. 
 
In terms of the transition  into post‐compulsory schooling, Young and Guenther (2008) argue for the 
need to provide vocational education and training opportunities which are flexible and responsive to 
local demands  and  aspirations.    Their  study  provides  examples of  learning opportunities occurring 
across  sectors,  particularly  in  desert  regions  of  Australia,  which  are  enabling  the  transition  from 
education  to  employment  within  local  communities.    One  example  is  the  Newmont  Tanami 
Indigenous  Training  and  Employment  Program,  an  industry‐driven  initiative  aimed  at  providing 
Indigenous people,  living near the Newmont’s Tanami mine, with a pathway  into employment.   This 
training program  included  the development of  job  readiness  skills and  specific work  skills, and  the 
provision of mentoring, cross cultural training for non‐Indigenous mine employees and family support 
programs.   The success rate  for  local  Indigenous people transitioning through the program and  into 
full‐time employment on the mine was reported to be very high [34]. 
 

Corbett (2007) conducted a three year study, Where I Belong, investigating education 
decision-making within a group of twenty-five young indigenous people from a rural coastal 
community in Nova Scotia, Canada.  The study identified three main themes faced by youth in 
the community when considering their post-school education options:  the notion that the local 
community is familiar and safe whereas the world beyond contains risks and threats; that the 
local community can not sustain youth throughout their working life; and that education in 
necessary for life outside of the community.  It was recognised that for those students who 
were academically successful, leaving the community was almost inevitable.  However, 
certain youth were better prepared for leaving due to conversations they had within their 
family regarding education options, exposure to travel, or extended family linkages outside 
the local community.  Corbett referred to this as “mobility capital”, and argued that this is an 
essential element in recognising the possibility of educational and career paths beyond school 
and outside the local community.  Teachers were found to be influential in developing mobility 
capital, as they were often not local and so represented the notion of elsewhere, and hence 
interacting with teachers appeared to assist in developing the notion of mobility [24]. 
 

Career Education 
A major difference observed between Indigenous and non-Indigenous students in terms of 
identity formation, is the marked differences in students’ self-perception of their career 
opportunities and aspirations [33].  Purdie et al (2003) found during consultations that non-
Indigenous students tended to report definite future plans whereas Indigenous students were 
less decided and lacked detailed knowledge about what was involved in achieving their 
chosen career path.  These results indicate that there is a need to focus on raising awareness 
among Indigenous students and their families regarding the range of options available to 
them [33].  This career guidance may need to be provided in a proactive manner, actively 
seeking out engagement with Indigenous students in developing career aspirations and 
educating students of the pathway options available to them at school and beyond school 
[66]. 
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